
Shaker Heights High School PTO: Meeting Minutes for May 11, 2015 

Co-Presidents Marisa Matero-Maury and Robin Eisen called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM. 
The March 2015 minutes were approved.  

Treasurers Report/Budget: Betsy Potiker requested that the staff appreciation budget be in-
creased by $675 to accommodate extra cost of spring luncheon on the calendar.  Budget ap-
proved. Betsy reported that the bank balance was currently $17,495. The flower sale proceeds 
were reported at $36,730 to date with expenses of $22,201 to grower. A $14,000 profit is expect-
ed from pre-sale with more expected from the day of the sale. The delivery of the flowers is ex-
pected on the first day of the sale (Friday) at 1:30 PM and volunteers are still needed for unload-
ing and delivery.  

First VPs Report: Susan Vodrey and Renee Boyle reported that the 2015/16 calendar was in 
process. 

Communication Report: Susan Vodrey reported that the directory will be provided as an “app” 
instead of on progress book or printed. It is estimated to be complete by the Fall.  

Educational Enrichment Report: Monica Lacks reported that senior projects were underway. 
The Senior Project Showcase will be on June 2, 2015 and will highlight 200 students. More adult 
evaluators are needed for one hour of time commitment. There will be a Senior Project reception 
30 minutes before the Showcase. 

Outreach Report: Robin Eisen reported for Kim McFadden that the staff luncheon was a taco 
buffet theme and well received. Robin also reported that the ice cream social was held inside due 
to weather and was a success.  

Special Report: Test Mania update: Robin Eisen reported that a 4th grade group did a “Test 
Mania” exhibition project. 

Special Report: Prom update: Betsy Potiker reported that the 2015 SHHS prom will take place 
May 23rd at the Cleveland Convention Center. After Prom will be held at the Cleveland Skating 
Club from 12 AM until 3:30 AM. The theme is “Bright Lights, Big City.”  The cost for prom is 
$70, and after prom is $20.  

Teacher Representative to the HS PTO: Jody Podl talked about navigating high stakes testing, 
IB and Common Core this year. It was discussed that internal infrastructure changes are needed 
to best manage all of the new things happening in the District. Jody reported that the biggest 
concern of the teaching staff is the loss of instruction time. She asked the parents to look beyond 
the “face” story about testing that has been reported on both sides and try to find the truth. Jody 
thanked the PTO for all of the lunches provided and time volunteered. Finally, Jody thanked PTO 
Co-Presidents Marisa and Robin for their tireless effort during the 2014/15 school year.  

Marisa Maury and Robin Eisen thanked the current Board.  



Incoming SHHS PTO Co-Presidents Susan Vodrey and Renee Boyle thanked Robin and Marisa 
and the 2015/2016 SHHS PTO board was sworn in.   

Principals Report: Michael Griffith reported that end of year testing was in progress and appre-
ciated the effort of the testing staff and the hours put in to make it happen.  

There are a number of retiring teachers at the end of the year in the district including Barbara Ar-
sham, Mark Austin, Michelle Berggrun, Walter Boswell, Margaret Caldwell, Sue Corbin, Lizbeth 
Coyne, Darryl Cox, Angela DelGreco, Stacey Elgart, Darlene Frantz, Thomas Gladish, Judith 
Greenberger, Kevin Hill, Carole Hochman, Leslie Homans, Joseph Houser, James Hovancsek, 
Judith Jindra, Susan Landi, Patricia Lawrence, Colleen Longo, Audrey Lowe, Pamela Luksen-
burg, Jody Manley, Hubert McIntyre, Marjorie Messina, Patricia Neville, Gregory Orosz, Patri-
cia Ott, Ronald Palmer, Joseph Palmer, Jeffrey Pattie, Ellen Potter, Michell Rucinski, Sondra 
Saddler, Sharon Sankovich, Robert Schneider, Georgetta Schwartz, Fred Shalhoup, Raymond 
Skitzki, Karen Smith, Caulton Staunton, Bernice Stokes, Mary Strouse, John Sweeney, James 
Terry, Valerie Weaver, Ernest Welsch, Francis Wessinger, Robert White, Heide Williams, Paula 
Yanik. (picked up from May 8th Oval) 

Michael Griffith reported that over 300 students were participating in Senior project which is ap-
proximately 75% of the senior class  

The International Baccalaureate MYP assessment went well according to Principal Griffith and 
he is confident that the High School will be authorized. We will be one of seven districts in the 
U.S. that has K-12 authorization. (see “The International Baccalaureate Middle Years Pro-
gramme” at shaker.org for more details) 

Michael Griffith expressed appreciation that Senior Week was mild this year. Pranks have been 
diffused by teachers/staff helping with some of the pranks.  

Lastly, Michael Griffith thanked the PTO and parents for all that they do to support the school. 
He will be leaving his post as principal of SHHS and beginning a new job as head of the Ratner 
School.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:40PM. 

http://shaker.org

